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Abstract 

The history of Kenya as an occupied territory, in which British arrivants claimed both territory and 

authority to determine the lives of others, seems to have planted in the nation’s DNA a toxic politics of 

belonging in which one group is always trying to define another group which, nonetheless, remains 

determined to shape its own ethos and destiny, leading to perpetual conflicts over who belongs and 

who doesn’t, who has a right to practise what and who doesn’t. 

If the essential character of Kenya is one of this kind of negation and denial, how do new groups emerge 

from the nexus of old ones that seem to have direct access to belonging, on account of (un)verified 

claims to autochthony? Do the cultural rites that seal their sense of identity and belonging, despite their 

delegitimization by "the other", suffer when they remain undocumented or unrecognized? What do 

such cultural rites benefit from the doctrine of cultural rights as it is articulated in the Constitution of 

Kenya 2010? 

This paper samples the mores of street youth communities and emergent rites of passage in Eldoret 

town to stage an argument about recognition and belonging. 
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